REACH epilogue.
REACH provides the opportunity to advance public health and environmental protection and to boost public confidence in the use of chemicals.Not surprisingly at this stage there are many uncertainties on the details of its implementation. From a risk assessor's viewpoint relevant issues are: The criteria to be used to identify priority substances, The suitability of the available methodology for hazard and exposure characterisation, The independence, transparency and of expertise specified, The compatibility of the procedures with those used for other substances and products, The nature of the database; its accessibility and utility, Availability of experts in risk and benefit assessment. These issues are discussed and key concerns are highlighted.